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OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING RATINGS 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
2—HULK HOGAN 
3—LARRV ZBYSZKO 
4—PEDRO MORALES 
5—THE HANGMAN 
6—TONV ATLAS 
7—PAT PATTERSON 
8—TONY GAREA 
S—RICK MARTEL 

10—RICK McGRAW 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 


ASSOCIATION 


Champion: VERNE GAGNE 
1—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
2—CRUSHER 
3—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
4—MAD DOG VACHON 
5—-DINO BRAVO 
6—JESSE VENTURA 
7—GREG GAGNE 
8—TITO SANTANA 
9—JOHN STUDD 

10—ADRIAN ADONIS 


MOST POPULAR 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
2—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
4—RIC FLAIR 

5—BOB BACKLUND 
6—MR. WRESTLING II 
7—IVAN PUTSKI 
8—MIL MASCARAS 
S—RICK STEAMBOAT 
10—TED DIBIASE 


HUSSEIN ARAB 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


Champion: HARLEY RACE 
1—GREG VALENTINE 
2—DICK SLATER 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
4—DENNIS CONDRY 
5—BABA THE GIANT 
6—HUSSEIN ARAB 
7—KEN PATERA 
8—TED DIBIASE 
9—JOHN TOLOS 

10—GINO HERNANDEZ 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE SAMOANS 

2—RAY STEVENS & JIMMY SNUKA 
3—JESSE VENTURA & ADRIAN ADONIS 
4—MR. WRESTLING | & II 

5—JERRY BRISCO & DICK MURDOCH 
6—TERRY GORDY & BUDDY ROBERTS 
7—THE ASSASSINS 

8—KERRY VON ERICH & EL HALCON 
9—RICK STEAMBOAT & JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
10—BULLDOG BROWER & STAN STASIAK 


MOST HATED 


1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
2—KEN PATERA 
3—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
4—MARK LEWIN 

5—HULK HOGAN 

6—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
7—HARLEY RACE 

8—GREG VALENTINE 
3—KILLER BROOKS 
10—BUDDY ROBERTS 


By BILL APTER 


ARLEY RACE LOST the 

NWA championship again! 
On September 4, in Tokyo, Japan, 
Shohei Baba used a combination 
of neckbreakers, suplexes, and 
dropkicks to take the title in 14:05. 
Showing the colors of a real 
champion, however, Race 
bounced back just six days later 
and soundly defeated Baba to 
regain the belt. 

By the way, this makes Baba a 
three-time NWA champion 
(defeating Jack Brisco once and 
Race twice). Race now goes into 
the record books as a five-time 
NWA king! 

The tag team tournament to 
determine the new WWF tag team 
champions is over. Afa and Sika, 
the Samoans, have won the belts 


they originally lost to Bob 
Backlund and Pedro Morales. “It 
was a cinch,” boasted the 


Samoans’ manager Captain Louis 
Albano. “The last two teams left 
were my Samoans and Tony Garea 
and Rene Goulet. I had no doubt 
my men would annihilate those 
prelim bums, bury them, and walk 
away true champions again! The 
Captain is a genius. The Samoans 
couldn’t have done it without my 
guiding light!” 

Texas has a new tag team that is 
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Fans in Tokyo mob ringside to honor the new NWA champion, Giant Baba, who won the 
title for the third time. Six days later Harley became a five-time champion. 


creating terror all over the state. 
Stan Stasiak and Bulldog Brower 
have pooled their resources and are 
steamrolling over all opposition. 
Maniac“ Mark Lewin has 
returned to the Lone Star State 
and is locked in a bitter feud with 
former manager Gary Hart and 
Hart's protege, “Gorgeous” Gino 
Hernandez . . . Ted DiBiase, the 


North American champion, is 
negotiating with Georgia 
promoters . . . Rookie star Terry 
Taylor has been inked for a 
Madison Square Garden wrestling 
show. 

The Masked Superstar a fan 
favorite? Yup, it's true, at least in 
the Mid-Atlantic region. Superstar 

(Continued on page 52) 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Renorts 


ICHMOND, VA—Corre- 

spondent: Charlie A bourjilie- 
On this night, Rick Steamboat got 
the match he’d been waiting for 
against NWA champion Harley 
Race. And Steamboat was ready. 
He countered each move Race 
applied and reversed every 
maneuver, After about 15 minutes 
of tough battling, Race took 
Steamboat out of the ring. Race 
attempted a piledriver but 
Steamboat flipped the champ over 


Rick Steamboat dominated Harley Race 
outside the ring (above) and within 
(right), but failed to capture the 
NWA title. 


his back, By now the count was six 
and, as Rick tried to get back into 
the ring, Race made a last attempt, 
seized Steamboat’s leg and held 
him out for the count of 10. Both 
men were counted out 

In other matches, Ric Flair and 
Blackjack Mulligan destroyed 
Greg Valentine and Bobby 
Duncum George Wells and 
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country represented in these re- 


seeing your name in an interna- 


will be glad you did! 

Send your reports to : Corre- 
ispondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville 
Centre, N.Y. 11571. 


If you would like your area of the 


Ports, while also being officially 
credited with your own by-line, 
send us reports of the matches you 
attend. You will have the thrill of 


tionally known magazine while at 
the same time helping to improve 
the quality of wrestling in your 
jarea. So why not give it a try? You 


partner for his “pound of flesh” 
from arch-rivals Buddy Rose and 
Smiling Ed Wiskowski. Piper and 
Boyd won the first fall in record 
time, while Rose and Riskowski 
recovered to capture the second 
fall. In the decisive final fall, Boyd 


Roddy Piper (above) and Lord Jonathan 
Boyd's vicious brawl with Buddy Rose 
and Ed Wiskowski ended in a double 
disqualification. 


S.D. Jones defeated Frankie Lane 


and Tenyru . . . Don Kernodle and 
Ron Ritchie drew with Swede 
Hanson and David Patterson. 


TACOMA, WA—Correspon- 
dent: Ken Hamblin—Revenge was 
the motivating force behind the 
main event as Rowdy Roddy Piper 
chose Lord Jonathan Boyd as his 


and Rose battled outside the ring 
while Piper and Wiskowski 
slugged away within the squared 
circle. The referee had no choice 
but to declare the contest a double 
disqualification. 

In other bouts, Sandy Barr 
bested Fidel Cortez . Joe Victory 
Lightfoot upended Rocky 

(Continued on page 62) 


Here's the monthly feature which YOU get to write! 
It's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR 
question! Only the best questions will be 
answered—so put on your thinking caps and come up 
with some good ones! Address your questions— 
and who you would like to have answer them—to: 
YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 

PO BOX 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571. Questions 
will be answered. only in this column and at 
our discretion! 


Q: “Could you ask Lou Albano No one can match Samoan 
who he thinks would win a know-how and Albano 
match between The Samoans genius. Our combination of 
and Professor Tanaka and cunning, strength, and 
Mr. Fujif'—Cris Justin, brilliance remains unsur- 
Ship Bottom, NJ passed in all the world. Ask 

A: “There is absolutely no doubt yourself this question, you 
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The Samoans, who recenti 
Tanaka and Mr. Fuji, acc 


in my mind, none at all, not 
even a piece of shrapnel, did I 
ever talk about my war days? 
Another time,” replied 
Albano. “My boys would 
wipe the mat with those bums. 


young ignoramus: is there any 
in the world finer than 


Captain Lou Albano? No. 
Would Captain Lou Albano 
manage losers? No. So how 
could a tag team not managed 


= K 
y regained the WWF tag team title, would easily defeat Prof. 
ording to manager Lou Albano. 


Q: 


A: 


by Captain Lou Albano 
possibly defeat one managed 
by Lou Albano. I hope this 
answers your idiotic question.” 


*** 


“When did Dusty Rhodes win 
his first title? Jim Buie, 
Satellite Beach, FL 

Dusty Rhodes won his first 


Dusty Rhodes and Dick Murdoch (above 
in a recent photo) won their first tag team 
title as The Outlaws in 1969. 


title while a member of The 
Outlaws with partner Dick 
Murdoch. 


+++ 


“I read somewhere that Ernie 
Ladd may team up with Mr. 
Wrestling II. Could this 
possibly be true and, could 
you please ask both of them 
to get a full Side of the 
picture? Richard Gregston, 
New Orleans, LA 
Ernie Ladd was the first to 
respond, “II? I'd have to give 
it a great deal of thought. 
(Continued on page 50) 


Every issue, this 
magazine praises the 
Noteworthy and damns those 

who violate the spirit of 
wrestling's dignity. The 
praiseworthy are given a 
“thumbs up,” the disgraceful 
are marked with “thumbs 
down.” Here is this month's 
roll of honor and shame 


THUMBS UP to Bruno Sammartino: Finally, the Living Legend placed 
the time-consuming, emotionally debilitating feud with Larry Zbyszko 
behind, where it belongs. Hopefully, Sammartino’s enormous talents 
and energies can now be directed toward something worth while, instead 
of the systematic destruction of a man of Zbvszko's caliber. 


THUMBS DOWN to Greg Valentine: Unfortunately Valentine resists 
efforts from those who care to change his maniacal ways. Many Mid- 
Atlantic wrestling persons offered Valentine unlimited financial support 
if he'd follow the rules of scientific wrestling. Thus far, Valentine has 
flatly refused. 


THUMBS UP to Kevin Von Erich: As heir toa family legacy, Von Erich 
has often been a target for envious wrestlers intent on shattering a 
burgeoning legend. Yet Von Erich maintains his poise and dignity, rarely 
deviating from clean, scientific wrestling. Von Erich remains a credit to 
his family and sport. 


THUMBS DOWN to Ole Anderson: Nothing should come between 
brothers. Surely, when discussing brotherly love, such things as winning 
or losing should be secondary. But Ole violated those sanctified 
principles. Under no circumstances should he have declared war on his 
own brother, Lars. 


THUMBS UP to Sir Oliver Humperdink: His recent admission of past 
wrongs is a giant step forward for this once-hated manager. Now, 
Humperdink claims his strategies will be used by scientific wrestlers like 
Dusty Rhodes and the Briscos. 

(Continued on page 48) 


Each month, 

THE WRESTLER 

will present a “Question 

and Answer” forum with an 

important figure in the wrestling world. 
It is your chance to meet wrestling’s 
biggest stars as they answer the 
questions uppermost on the fans’ minds 


There is little chance that Rick Steamboat can completely forget what happened 
between him and Paul Jones, but for now, they seem to have put aside past differences 
in a united effort to clean up the Mid-Atlantic area. 


Rick, the first question 
should concern Paul Jones’ 
return to the Mid-Atlantic 
area after an absence of 
several months. 

Well, I’m kinda glad Paul’s 
back. He's a good wrestler if 
his head is on right. 

Do you believe his as- 
sertions of change? 

Well, I’m still kinda in the 
middle. Paul and | have 
wrestled together several 
times and that old spirit in 
the partnership seems to be 
back. I’ve accepted his 
apology, but you just don’t 
dismiss the memory nor the 
scars of that betrayal. 
Someday, | will. But now it 
still pops up from time to 
time. 

What was your initial 
reaction when you learned 
of Jones’ return, before the 
public apology? 

thought good, now | can 
break his neck. But after | 
spoke to him and heard his 
public apology, you know, 
making an apology like that 
on television takes a lot of 
guts. You haye to respect 
someone after that. | do. 
Speaking of former 
enemies turned friends 
I seem to collect them. 
(Laughs) 

Why is that? 


RICK STEAMBOAT . RICK STEAMBOAT already commands 


a considerable reputation. Fans adore him, peers 
accord him grudging praise, and enemies place 
him number one of their hit lists. Though 
young, Steamboat already has won the United States 
Heavyweight title, the Mid-Atlantic title, shared 
the NWA tag team crown with Jay Youngblood, and the 
Mid-Atlantic tag team championship with Paul 
Jones. Yet Steamboat paid a price for success. For along 
period, he was bedeviled by his explosive temper. 
And Steamboat's bitter, bloody feuds embroiled 
him with the likes of Jones, Ric Flair, and Ernie Ladd. 
Whenever names are tossed around for the 
next dominating personality in professional wrestling, 
Rick Steamboat is prominently mentioned. 


Rick clamps a headlock 
on NWA king Harley Race. 


Maybe because ! under- 


what controllable rage Q: 
stand what it’s like to be 


Ric Flair’s a good example, 


intense and fiery. I’ve got a 
little temper myself 
(chuckles) and I can see the 
thin line separating some- 


from complete chaos. So | 
might be a little more for- 
giving than those wrestlers 
who never lose their 
temper. 


isn’t he? 

Yeah, see Ric and | had 

some doozies back then. 1 

swear, | wanted to break 
(Continued o 64 


INTRODUCING 


The Hangman digs his fingers into the neck muscles of the popular Rene Goulet. 
Although convinced he is doing good for the sport of wrestling, the Hangman has done 
nothing but cause trouble. His manager, Fred Blassie, feels he will rise to 
a championship. 


HE NEXT TIME the Hangman 

wrestles, look around the 
arena. Somewhere in the stands 
you'll find a little old lady. She 
won't look too interested in 
what’s going on for most of the 
evening. In fact, you’ can 
probably recognize her by her 
knitting needles, a roll of yarn, 
and a half-completed sweater on 
her lap. But when the Hangman 
comes into the ring, watch her 
perk up. 

Mrs. Merganthaler will never 
miss her favorite wrestler in 
action. “Nothing like a good 
hanging, sonny,” she said. 

The Hangman, the latest find 
of manager Fred Blassie, is aware 
of Mrs. Merganthaler’s 
presence. “Sure, | look for her 
everytime | get into the ring,” he 
said with a thick French accent. 
“Next to my manager, Madame 
Merganthaler is the most 
important person in the world 
to me.” 

Puzzling. “Why should it be 
puzzling?” Fred Blassie asked. 
“It’s rather simple for anyone of 
any intelligence to understand. 
Of course, as usual, l'Il explain it 
in simple, pencil-neck terms, 

“The Hangman has always been 
a great fan of American Western 
movies. But unlike most geeks 
who root for the cowboy with 
the white horse and shining 
badge, The Hangman watches 
the movies for another reason 
entirely. He loves the part where 
the villain get tried and 
convicted to death by hanging. 
He loves to see the hangman 
perform his task. He studies the 


THE HANGMAN 
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hangman and sees a look of 
pleasure in his eyes. He will 
enjoy his work because he 
knows he is doing some good 
for society. 

“When the Hangman sees that 
sweet Mrs. Merganthaler with 
her knitting needles screaming 
‘hang 'em high, Hangman,’ it 
makes my man feel like he is 
back in the Old West, and he’s 
inspired to do well because he 
knows he is doing good for the 
sport of wrestling.“ 

That claim could be highly 


With noose in hand, The Hangman 
prepares to do battle. 


What is the 
frightening mystery 
behind The Hangman. 
Where does he come 
from, what is his past, 
his future? Who are 
his friends? Why does 

he insist on being 
called“The Hangman? 
We try to unravel 
the mystery 


disputed. Since emerging in the 
WWF, the Hangman has 
annihilated opponent after 
opponent with his unique brand 
of viciousness. But the people 
he’s devoted his energies to are 
the cowboys with the white 
horses and shining badges. Just 
what good he is doing for 
wrestling is, at best, question- 
able, Unlike the hangmen of the 
Old West, he and Blassie are 
unconcerned with the pro- 
liferation of outlaws in the sport. 
The Hangman’s goal is simple. 
He wants to capture Bob 
Backlund’s WWF title. “Anybody 
who wants to challenge for 
control in this here territory,” 
said Blassie as if he were 
auditioning for a part on 
Gunsmoke, “will have to beat È 
the Hangman in a showdown.” D 


(Continued on page 49 PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 


URVIVAL. THAT WORD 

means a great deal to Steve 
Keirn as he struggles for his 
wrestling life in Georgia. It was 
just a few weeks ago when 
Keirn, then Georgia Heavy- 
weight champion with a 
stunning victory over Baron Von 
Raschke, seemed to own 
the state 

“I was on top of the world,“ 
declared Keirn. 

Keirn seemed destined to 
move into the number one 
position as a young scientific 
wrestler. He had everything: 
looks, strength, speed, skill, 
compassion. Surely nothing 
could stop him. 

Then Dennis Condrey 
happened upon Keirn's dreams. 
Big, mean, tough, and over- 
whelmingly brutal, Condrey only 
wants to win. But so does Keirn. KE 


Steve Keirn faces life as a series of struggles. He doesn't 
look into the future, realizing the painful unpredictabilitv 
of life. Each dav brings a new challenge, a new crisis, a 
new test of his inner strength. Recentiv Keirn faced one 
of the biggest fights of his life. How he fares may decide 
his entire wrestling career PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 
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Steve Keirn is struggling to keep his spirits up after losing the Georgia Heavyweight 
title to Dennis Condrey. Above: Alexis Smirnoff drops on Keirn's chest. Below: Steve 
tries to apply a sleeperhold. 


Smirnoff uses all his strength to hiproll 
Keirn and escape an abdominal stretch 
submission hold. 


Then why did a man of Keirn's 
talents lose the belt? 

“I don't know,” shrugged 
Keirn 

Keirn does know, but, like 
many suffering a traumatic 
experience, he cannot face the 
bleak reality of his current 
situation 

'l was very surprised when | 
heard Steve lost the title, said 
Mr. Wrestling Il, a close friend 
Here's a guy with a world of 
talent and he just loses to 
someone | feel is much less 
talented 

“You see that sort of thing all 
the time. A guy has a bad night 
and his opponent, much inferior, 
is on top of his game and poof, 
there goes the match. 

“What worries me is how 
Steve'll react to this crushing 
loss. | really hope you can come 
back. This'llbe the real test of his 
guts, more than anything that'd 
ever happen in the ring,” 
continued II, his mask twisting in 
a concerned form. 

Other wrestling friends echo 
s concerns 

“I've always felt Keirn had as 
much raw, natural talent as 
anyone in wrestling,” declared 
Mr. Wrestling. Steve's the sort 
of guy who should keep on 


Winning and losing the Georgia belt so quickly was an emotional experience for young 
Keirn. His current state of mind has hurt his performance in the ring. Steve is caught 


by Smirnoff in an excruciating Boston crab. 


climbing the ladder of success 
until he finally wins a major title 

“When he stopped Von 
Raschke, | thought for sure this 
was the first real big step. Here 
was Von Raschke, an incredibly 
cruel creature. You know Von 
Raschke won't stop at anything 
to keep his title or win a match 
Heck, Von Raschke would poke 
your eyes out for a bowl of soup. 

“So | thought Steve’s win 
would firmly establish him as a 
major contender for Race's 
championship. And | thought it 
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would establish Keirn’s own 
self-image. Now | hear Keirn is 
worrying a lot. That's the worst 
thing he could possibly do. 
You've gotta just accept the 
defeats and go forward. You 
can't brood and ponder and 
worry, or you'll turn yourself into 
a basket case. 

“I'm kinda concerned about 
Keirn. | just hope he gets over 
this,” concluded Woods. 

“Few days after Steve lost, me 
and him went out for a few 
beers,” recalled Dusty Rhodes. 


“He was real low, but l think | 
cheered him up a little by tellin’ 
him how | dealt with losin’ the 
NWA title. He acted like he was 
feelin’ a little better. 

“Then some days later | called 
and he said he didn't feel like 
goin’ out. | had to twist his arm 
for him to meet me for a cup of 
coffee. We spent the whole 
night talkin’ and discussin' how 
he felt. Keirn looked real low, 
worse than he did earlier. 
Seemed nothin’ | could say 
could change or lift up his mood. 
Dunno, I'm real worried about 
my buddy Keirn.“ 

Again and again, the collective 
concern flows through Georgia 
wrestling circles. Is Keirn going 
to allow one debilitating defeat 
to end a promising career? Or 
can Keirn recover and draw 
upon his ample moral strength 
and courage to surmount the 
present problems and begin that 
long road back to the top? 

“Sure, | was beaten down 
after losing the belt,” confessed 
Keirn. “I felt like nothing, like my 
whole world had ended in one 
big lump and | was totally worth- 
less. | didn’t know what to do. 
Thank God for friends, | don't 
know what I'd do without 
their kindness. 

“It's a jolt to hold a title for 
such a short while. You know, 
winning the title gives you a 
completely different perspective 
of yourself. While it isn't 
instantaneous, it does happen 
pretty quickly. All of a sudden 
you think of yourself as 
champion and that colors your 
whole way of looking at things. 
You think you're better than 
people, | don't mean that 
arrogantly, but a champion has 
to act a certain way. 

“Then it’s gone. Just like that. 
You're not the champion and 
you walk around kinda hollow 
inside. You have to explain away 
what happened and justify what 
happened. And it hurts, believe 
me, it hurts a lot.” mi 


Ken Patera Blasts: 


“DON’T COMPARE 
TONY ATLAS TO ME!“ 


A simmering controversy erupted recently, ensnaring both Ken 

2 Patera and Tony Atlas in a violent dispute. Patera, reigning inter- 
0 tinental and Missouri Heavvweight champion, claims Atlas 

a genuine weightlifter. Atlas responds with a heated 


efense, concluding that the only way to resolve matters is 
within the squared circle 


ie 


HILE KEN PATERA per- Napoleon. Alexander the Great. Patera. 
ceives of himself asa unique General Patton. Franklin Delano But one man Patera won't allow 
individual, he is not adverse to Roosevelt. comparisons with is Tony Atlas. In 
some comparisons with other “Yeah, I'm like them, only better fact, Patera doesn't lightly dismiss 
unique individuals. looking and a little brighter,” said such comparisons. At the mere 


mention of a comparison with 
Atlas, the Inter-Continental and 
Missouri Heavyweight champion 
flies into an uncontrollable rage. 

“Don’t compare Tony Atlas to 
me,” screamed Patera, veins 
bulging on his thick neck. “He tries 
to make himself into an athlete. 
That makes me sick. And then 
Atlas brags how he’s a weight- 
lifter. Atlas only has pretty 
muscles. 

Patera paused to gasp ragefully. 

“Atlas doesn't know the first 
thing about weightlifting. Know 
how he got his kind of muscles? I'll 
tell you. Atlas got his muscles by 
doing a lot of repetitive exercises 
with light weights. All he did was 
lift a really weightless object, 
maybe a coffee cup, for about 10 
seconds. He doesn't have anything 
else to do, he isn’t the brightest 
person in the world. 

“Atlas only has show muscles, 
totally useless for anything at all. 
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They are very similar, yet very different. Ken Patera and Tony Atlas are two of the most 
muscular wrestlers in the sport. Patera is a former Olympic weightlifter and Atlas is a 
former Mr. USA. Vet talk to these men, and they will talk only of their differences. In 
short, they despise each other. Above, Patera chokes Atlas across the top rope. 


He can't really lift heavy weights, 
has no idea of power lifting at all. 
He has pretty muscles, that's all.“ 

Again, Patera paused to gather 
his increasing anger. 

“Now I’m an/Olympic weight- 
lifter. What I did, and still do, takes 
enormous strength. My huge 
muscles are accustomed to lifting 
heavy weights. I've honed my body 
on exactly that sort of diet of 
rigorous exercise. All Atlas does is 
lift objects all day long. And he’s 


got the nerve to call himself 
a weightlifter? 
“Besides, Atlas’ has little 


strength, that's quite evident from 
his repeated failures in the ring. As 
soon as he gets locked into any 
kind of power struggle, he 
collapses. He can’t keep up with me 


in strength. or even my grandmother. 

Atlas has a nice body if you like 
mannequins. I resent any 
comparisons at all. Atlas has his 
place, and that’s in a dime store 
window. I have my own place as 
undisputed master of wrestling.” 

“How can anyone look at that 
clod, clumsy fool Atlas and think 
he can hold a candle to my man 
Patera?” Wiz patted Patera on the 
back. “No one can come close to 
Patera, much less an ugly, stupid, 
oaf whose only accomplishment in 
his entire life has been tying his 
shoes. Once.” 

Needless to say, Atlas 
vehemently disputed Patera’s 
contentions. 

“How can he say that bout me?” 
he asked. “Any time I wrestled 


As if he were a barbell, 
the canvas. 


Atlas presses Patera over his head and tosses him to 


him, I beat his brains out and sent 
him slitherin' outta the ring. 

“I been real proud of my 
accomplishments in bodv-buildin'. 
I was Mr. USA and you never 
heard of fat-boy Patera gettin’ any 
mention in that contest, did you? 
You never hear of Patera gettin’ 
calls from ad agencies askin’ him to 
model, do you? 

“Patera’s jus’ jealous cause he 
can’t wrestle. If he ever tried and 
wrestled fairly, he’d get his brains 
knocked out. Even with him 
cheatin’ and usin’ illegal holds, 
Patera loses to me. Jus’ a matter of 
time fore I mash his face into the 
canvas and they have to cart him 
away on a Stretcher. 

“I don't like big-mouths, but 
more than that, I don't like big- 
mouths who don't know what 
they’re talkin’ about. Patera don’t 
know the first thing 'bout takin’ 
care of his bodv. And he runsoffat 
the mouth bout how I don't 
do exercises. 

“If he knew anythin’, he’d know 
how hard I work out. But I use a 
more refined approach to trainin’ 
All Patera does is lift a few heavy 
weights and practice his cheatin’ 
and he thinks he's in shape. I go 
through a rigorous trainin’ 
program designed to make sure my 
body is polished and fine to a real 
good point. 

“I take lots of vitamins. I do all 
kinds of exercises, not just one 
kind, I watch what I eat and I have 
a positive, healthy outlook on life. 
Thinkin’ good and freein’ yourself 
of ugly thoughts helps your entire 
health and well-bein’. Patera 
harbors all thse mean, nasty 
thoughts and it shows in his body, 
if you can call that a body. 

“Td like to offer Patera a chance 
to come on down and watch me 
work out, anytime. I’m sure he can 
find the gym, he musta been down 
there once or twice in his life.” 

Patera eagerly accepted Atlas’ 
offer. 

“Yeah, I'll watch him. I have a 
couple minutes to kill.” Patera 
snickered. o 
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‘THE WRESTLER’ REUNITES 
THE JAGGERS FAMILY 


HE LETTER WAS addressed 
to me. I opened the envelope, 
as I open all my mail first thing in 
the morning. Usually, it’s a letter 
from a fan asking a question, a 
report on some match, free-lance 
photos, requests for advice on 
breaking into wrestling, a personal 
letter to be forwarded to some 
wrestler. 
But this one was 
Very different 


different. 


By Bill Apter 


Dear Bill Apter: 

I wish to express my sincere 
thanks for your help in locating my 
son Bobby Jaggers. It was through 
your magazine and individual help 
that we have again located 
each other. 

It's a small world only when you 
are not the one looking for 
someone. 

1 have no doubt it couldn't have 
been accomplished without 
your help. 


The. letter was signed Bobby 
Jaggers' father, Lewis Jeaudion. 

Mr. Jeaudion enclosed a letter 
describing his ordeal. I decided to 
include it in its entirety. 

“His name was Bobby Jeaudion. 
Even as a little boy, he was big. I 
remember when Bobby was 12 and 
a member of the Washington Little 
League baseball champions. 
Baseball was his first love. Bob was 
a power hitter with homeruns a 
Specialty. But he loved all sports 
and lettered in both baseball and 
football at our local high school in 
Vancouver, Washington. 

Bob's ambitions were to go into 
college sports, eventually pro 
sports, and hopefully a coaching 
position. But life has a way of 
changing plans. During Bob's 
senior year in high school, his 
mother died suddenly from a 
massive heart attack. After 
graduation, Bob joined the Army. 
Bob insisted on volunteering for 
duty in Vietnam. He spent one year 
in Vietnam with the First Comb as 
a combat infantry man. 

After discharge, Bob returned to 
his home town, found a job at a 
local mill, and attempted to settle 
down. For a while, Bob submerged 
his deep love for sports. Yet a 
friendship with some of the local 
wrestlers, especially Lonnie 
Mayne, rekindled Bob's dormant 
desires. One day Bób decided to try 
a career in professional wrestling 
and took to the road to find his 
Same and fortune. 

Several years passed, and 
although we were able to maintain 
contact, again life changed plans. 


For years, Bobby Jaggers hadn’t seen his 
father. He didn’t know where he was, 

or even if he was dead or alive. Then 

a letter came into our office from Jaggers' 
Dad, asking for help in locating his son. 
It seemed a simple task for such an 
awesome result. We're glad it turned 

out so well 


Davs after being reunited with his father, 
Bobby Jaggers battles Jim Garvin. Above: 
Bobby applies a headlock. Below: Jaggers 
lands an elbow. 


Single life wasn't for me. After 
eight years of loneliness. I found 
someone to share my life. And 31 
years in the Fire Department 
enabled me to retire. With 
retirement and my new partner 

(Continued on page 56) 
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OTHING IS QUITE as un- 
nerving as a phone call in 

the middle of the night. 
“Soon as | heard the phone 
ring, my heart beat like some 


kinda wild-eyed jackhammer,” 
recalled Dusty Rhodes. 

By the seventh ring, Rhodes 
calmed down enough to 
answer the phone. 

“Yeah?” Rhodes had answered, 
recalling his gruff manner. 

“Dusty, this is Andre the Giant. 
How are you, my friend?” 

Only Andre’s gentle voice 
could have reassured Rhodes. 
He relaxed. 


DUSTY: ANDRE 


TEAM TO 
DESTROY THE 
ANDERSONS 


Dustv Rhodes and Andre the 

Giant have teamed before. But 
never with the fierce dedication 
as this recent attempt to obliterate 
Gene and Ole Anderson. The 
Andersons have violated everv 
principle Rhodes and Andre hold 
dear. To allow these loathsome 
brothers to debase wrestling runs 
counter to evervthing Rhodes 


and Andre believe in 


“Fine, buddy, what’s up?” 
Dusty had glanced at the clock. 
Three-thirty. 

“Dusty, we must do something 
about the Andersons.” Rhodes 
had tensed. Both the emotional 
and physical scars of Ole’s blind- 
side attack were revived in 
Dusty’s mind. 

“Um with you, Andre.“ 

“We cannot let them get away 
with this.“ 

“You're telling me.“ 

“It is even more than what 
they did to you, my friend. What 
they did is unspeakable, 
Declaring war on a brother, 
attacking a man of your stature, 


and violating every morality we 
have ever known cannot go 
unpunished. We must team 
together and destroy them.” 
“My bags are packed, Andre.“ 
The. two .superstars’ have 
pooled their energies under 
other critical situations. It never 
required more than a call to 
bring them together. If Andre 
were in trouble, he called Dusty 
and received instant aid. If 
Rhodes were in trouble, he 
called Andre and received 


immediate assistance. One thing 
differed in this case. 

All wrestling is in trouble. 

By now, all fans know the sad 


A bloody Ole Anderson is lifted 7-feet-4- 
inches into the air (opposite left). Andre 
twists and slams Gene Anderson's left 
arm (above). Dusty maintains the 
advantage over Gene outside the ring 
(below). The popular winners (right). 


tale of the Anderson Brothers 
Civil War. How Ole attacked 
Dusty Rhodes for absolutely no 
reason at all. How Lars rushed 
into the ring, the entire arena, 
including Ole, believing his 
brother would aid in the 
mugging. How Lars instead 
helped Rhodes, incurring the 
wrath of both of his brothers. 
How Gene and Ole declared Lars 
is no longer an Anderson. How 
the loneliest brother must 
defend his honor against his 
own family. 

“Nothin’ is more important to a 
man than kin,” said Rhodes. 
“When all is said and done, you 


need your kin to come home to. 
Nothin’ gives a man greater 
pleasure than sittin’ around a 
dinner table with his kin on 
the holidays. 

“That’s why the Andersons are 
so dangerous. They're tearin' 
apart the fabric of wrestling. 
They're anti-family and there 
can’t be none of that in wrestlin’. 
Wrestling’ is a family sport, a 
place you take your wife and kids 
to, where the old-fashioned 
principles of honot, integrity, 
and devotion are revered. 
Anyone threatenin’ that 
threatens wrestlin’ and 

(Continued on page 58) 


Greg Gagne is sick of hearing Bobby Heenan shoot off his 
mouth in all directions. As Nick Bockwinkel’s manager, Heenan 
enjoyed a certain 
protection as he darted 
around the ring, 
poking and interfering 
without subjecting 
himself to any real 
danger.So Gagne called 
Heenan out and 
challenged him. á 

Surprisingly, 2 
Heenan accepted $ 


A 
EEPLY ENTRENCHED in No matter the emotion, all ' 
the Far Eastern philosophy actions possess a ripple effect. 
is the belief that whatever one The Verne Gagne-Nick 


gives out to the Universe comes a person full of love receives Bockwinkel AWA title match 
back indifferentformswitheach back greater love. Apersonfilled this past summer in Comiskey 
original emotion amplified. Thus with hate receives greater hate. Park in Chicago was no 


i een 


exception. The disputed result 
will linger and gnaw at 
Bockwinkel, undermine Gagne's 
title reign, and forever maintain 
the bad feelings between 
Bockwinkel and Gagne. 

That bout affected more than 
just champion and challenger. It 
also affected the two men 
seconding in the corners. Both 
Bobby Heenan and Greg Gagne 
are inexorably involved in the 
controversy. Now: the seeds of 
the Gagne-Bockwinkel feud has 
spread and consumed these two. 

“| want to put baby Greg in a 
high-chair and push him off a 
cliff,” snickered Heenan. “One 
thing | really hate are punks who 
live off their father's name, even 
a bad name like Gagne. If Greg 
didn’t get pushed every step of 
the way by his dear daddy, he'd 
be sweeping floors instead of 
wrestling. That's if you consider 
what he does wrestling. ld call it 
a comedy routine more than 
anything else.’ 

Greg has kind words for 
Heenan, too. 

“Talk about big mouths,” said 
Greg. His mouth gotta be the 
size of the Atlantic Ocean, 
except there's more intelligent 
life swimming in the ocean than 
there is swimming inside that 
feeble brain of his. 

“You have to question the 
man's mind. Listen to what he 
says about my Dad’s win over 
his buddy, Bockwinkel.' Greg 
brandished a newspaper 
clipping. “According to Heenan, 
and | quote: ‘Verne Gagne 
knows one way to win and that’s 
by cheating. And he isnt evena 
good cheater. Everyone in 
Comiskey Park saw Gagne 
choking Nick. Everyone except 
the referee, and we saw Verne 
slip some bills into the ref's 
hands.’ Now how can you take 
anything seriously that dribbles 
out of the mouth of a fool 
like that?” 

Unless carefully scrutinized, 
this rivalry might be confused as 


It was a natural follow-up to the historic match between Nick Bockwinkel and Verne 


Gagne. These two men simply do not like each other. G; 
escape from a leglock. 


agne stiff. arms Heenan trying to 
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Heenan does a headstand in an attempt to loosen Gagne's grip, but Greg counters by 
slamming Bobby's head into the mat. Greg continually frustrated Heenan with his 


brilliant wrestling skills. 


flowing solely out of the Gagne- 
Bockwinkel feud. Surely Greg 
resents Heenan's charges 
against his father, as Heenan 
seethes over the belief Verne 
choked the title out of his 
wrestler's hands. 

Such bitterness between 
these men would be natural and 
understandable. But far more is 
at issue here than any derivative 
contempt. 

Greg Gagne is a proud man. 
Any knowledgeable wrestling 
observer knows he has made his 
impressive mark on wrestling 
through his own skills, with little 
importance attached to his 
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legendary last name. Despite his 
successes, Gagne still suffers 
from the son-of-a-famous- 
father syndrome. Many 
talented offsprings found their 
promising careers and, in some 
cases, their lives shattered by 
the suffocating shadows of a 
famous parent 

Fortunately for Gagne, he has 
escaped this syndrome. He 
studiously carved his own 
reputation built on his own 
brand of wrestling and his own 
ring style. While close to Verne, 
Greg kept a careful distance 
when it came to his own 
career, determined to be known 


as Greg Gagne, not Verne's son. 

Still, men like Bobby Heenan 
know this is to be a delicate side 
of Greg and seek to exploit it 
with vicious words. Greg knows 
he cannot allow such vile gossip 
to gain credence and thus must 
destroy the words at their base. 

Equally proud is Bobby 
Heenan. His success as 
manager of Bockwinkel's 
lengthy AWA title reign earned 
him deserved plaudits and 
grudging praise for his fiery wit 
and intellect. But Heenan's 
managerial successes depend 
on Bockwinkel's ring successes. 
What distressed Heenan was 
Bockwinkel's uninterrupted 
string of victories while he, 
Heenan, served out a suspension 
in Georgia. Seemingly Heenan 
had little effect on Bockwinkel. 

So rumors spread about 
Heenan. Filthv dirtv words like 
“parasite,” like “worm” 
infuriated him. Heenan believed 
himself to be a major talent in his 
own right without the need for 
anyone else. In fact, Heenan 
often perceived himself as 
winning a major title as a 
wrestler to add to his enormous 
managerial triumphs. 

Thus two dissimilar moti- 
vations met inside the Winnipeg 
Arena. Gagne to prove he was 
not only his father’s son, but a 
great wrestler no matter his 
name. Bobby Heenan to prove he 
could equal if not better anyone 
when it came to actually 
grappling. 

Only Gagne proved anything 
that night. Heenan swiftly 
reverted to rulebreaking at the 
first hint of trouble. ſt was Gagne 
who handled himself with 
decorum and skill. It was Gagne 
who beat back Heenan’s ruthless 
charges with sureness and 
speed. It was Gagne who 
emerged the winner, not Heenan. 

All Heenan showed was he is 
no different inside the ring than 
out. And that isn't acompliment. O 


THEIR BLOOD IS 


FOR WRESTLING 


RE OCEANS LINKED by 
unmoving fleshy ships 
inundated the empty mat. This 
was the battlefield after Greg 
Valentine and Ric Flair finished 
with each other. Once again, 
they sought each other's 
destruction, sought to cripple, 
maim, and hurt. Once again 
Mid-Atlantic fans were treated 
to a gory spectacle the likes of 
which haven't been seen since 
the Roman Coliseum days. 
Maybe, just maybe this feud 


Right now, the Greg Valentine- 
to eclipse all previous 
and bloodshed. Man 
tragedy of the feud and call on both 


brutality, 


away. Yet this 
for wrestling 


is good for wrestling. Oh, surely 
the cries of protest from citizens 
groups concerned for the 
welfare of the sport must be 
considered. The detrimental 
effect of mindless violence on 
the very young should be 
considered 

“We want this feud stopped 
by any means possible,” 
declared Loretta Campbell, a 
spokesperson for Housewives 
Against Wrestling Violence, a 
Charlotte-based organization 


claiming membership over 
2,000. “What's gonna happen in 
the ring is one of these young 
boys is gonna lose his life. Is 
anything worth losin’ a life over?” 

Petitions flood the Mid- 
Atlantic offices demanding an 
end to the Flair-Valentine feud. 
Many petitioners aren't 
affiliated with any organization 
but speak clearly from their guts. 

don't think this feud helps 
anyone,” wrote Myron Peabody 
of Richmond, Virginia 


Ric Flair feud threatens 
feuds in terms of violence 
y fear the inevitable 
participants to walk 
growing violence may be, in fact, good 
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“| don't want to see the night 


Flair kills Valentine,” said 
Kenneth Day, Sumter, South 
Carolina. 

“It'll be a sorry day when 
Valentine kills Flair,” wrote 
Chester Slanders, Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

On and on the letters and 
petitions streamed into the 
Official offices. No matter the 
personal favorite, one thing 
grew clear: the feud must cease. 

But should it? Which is 
genuinely preferable, separating 
the protagonists before 
resolution and forcing them to 
submerge their hostilities, or 
letting them settle the issue 
once and for all 

Take the point that Flair and 
Valentine won't be permitted to 
wrestle against each other 
anymore. Consider all the 
unsettled hate and hostility that 
would continue to seethe 
through their veins. Valentine 
wouldn't hate Flair any less. If 


anything, he would feel 
frustrated at not destroying 
Flair. Any hope of Valentine 
reforming would vanish as the 
pent-up emotions built and 
built. Against every foe, 
Valentine's seething contempt 
would erupt, fanning the 
already considerable fires of 
embitteredness into one giant 
flame of senseless hatred. 

Think of Valentine's future 
foes, innocent men without any 
connection to the feud. Should 
they suffer the effects of 
Valentine's hatred for Flair? 
Hardly. There is serious 
injustice in such an outcome. 
Everyone must pay for the sins 
and crimes of the past, but there 
should be some limits to such 
tardy payment. A Blackjack 
Mulligan shouldn't have to bear 
the burden of Valentine’s hate 
for another. 

It simply isn’t right. 

And the more Valentine 
ponders his hate, the further he 


Valentine seeks escape from the ring, but Flair grabs him by the hair and lands an 


elbow to his forehead (opposite left 
forcing Flair to break his hammerloci 


). Valentine works his way to the turnbuckles, 
k (above). Valentine pins down Ric's shoulders 


and will deliver a series of kneedrops (below). 


drifts from hope of reformation. 
Soon he will be unapproach- 
able, a deranged warrior 
stationed high atop a remote 
fortress, the parameters of his 
fury imprisoning his tortured 
soul. 

And what of Flair? Already 
rumors abound. he might turn 
bad guy. Wouldn't the risks 
increase greatly of Flair's return 
to rulebreaking if he cannot 
unleash his anger? What if Flair 
is provoked and, in a brief 
moment of rage, mistakes some 
innocent partner for Greg 
Valentine? What of the resultant 
scorn that would be heaped 
upon Flair merely because 
he's unable to discharge his 
swollen seed of passion? 

Do all these fans who 
bombard officials with letters 
consider the immense 
responsibility they mustall bear 
if Flair is driven back into the 
rulebreaking fold, a young 
knight unable to find a 
receptacle for his emotions and 
compelled by the public to 


brutalize away the rage. 

Is this really what the fans 
want? Hardly. Flair and 
Valentine must be permitted to 
Settle their feud. It is good for 


wrestling. Their bloodshed 
cleanses the sport of impurities, 
resolves the feud in the way all 
wrestling feuds must be 
resolved. 

But the destruction of one 
wrestler. Yes, that sad fact must 
be faced. One of these men will 
soon face the termination of a 
Promising career. Neither 
wanted it to go this far. Surely 
the public didn't want it to go 
this far. 

But this is the way it has 
become. Whoever wanted it or 
not really doesn't matter 
anymore. It must be resolved 
through the fury and violence 
and bloodshed that is profes- 
sional wrestling at its very 
worst. 


Or best. A 


THE NAME THAT MAKES 
MIL MASCARAS AKILLER 


Au. THE MERE mention of 
John Tolos, the mask pulls 
tightly around the handsome fore- 
head, the thin lips purse, and the 
dark eyes sizzle with inner rage. 
Labored breaths stumble up the 
muscular chest and topple out of 
the wide mouth, and broad hands 
clench the air. 

Even a steaming shower, 
vigorous massage, and two glasses 
of bottled Mexican water fail to 
quiet Mil Mascaras’ fury. Finally 
he slumps against the locker, his 
facial muscles quivering behind the 
mask. 

“I have never hated anyone 
like I hate John Tolos,” muttered 
Mascaras, two fingers pulling on 
the locker handle. “I want him 
destroyed. But I must be the 
instrument of destruction. Only I 
deserve this sweet vengeance, It 
belongs to me, no one else.” 


When Mascaras gets in the ring with Tolos, the science of wrestling becomes 


secondary. Mil backs Tolos into a corner and sets him up for a right. 


Whenever Mil Mascaras hears the name John Tolos, his mask 
twists with fury. He perceives Tolos as the very embodiment 
of treachery and evil. He remembers Tolos as a friend and 
partner. Now he can only look on Tolos asa mortal enemy, a 


man who must be destro 


to this 


ved. Mascaras has sworn himself 
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What could have transformed 
the invariably even-tempered 
Mascaras into a wild man 
determined to destroy another 
human being? 

Many years ago, Mascaras and 
Tolos were embroiled in the hottest 
and bloodiest feud ever to shake 
California. No type of match was 
too brital for them. There were 
head-shaving matches, steel cage 
matches, strap matches, and all- 
out brawls with the entire arena as 
the battleground. 

Tolos even committed the 
supreme insult by wearing a mask 
into the ring in a vicious mockery 
of Mascaras. Insulting Mascaras’ 
masks is the mortal sin. 

Still, the feud appeared to draw 
to a conclusion. Tolos had a 
change of heart and the hatred was 
buried. In his last few matches in 
Los Angeles, Tolos appeared 


Mascaras whips Tolos into 
a cross bodyblock. 


the ropes and drops the “Golden Greek" to the canvas with 


reformed and adhered to the time- 
honored principles of scientific 
wrestling, of which Mil Mascaras 
is a grand master. 

Tolos traveled south to Hawaii, 
where he encountered stiff 


opposition yet prevailed often 
enough to capture several local 
championships. Upon Tolos' 
return to Los Angeles, wrestling 
anticipated a new era of harmony 
and friendship between Tolos and 
Mascaras. Including Mil. 

“I thought he had finally turned 
good,” said Mascaras. 

For his first return matches, 
Tolos exhibited restraint. 
Observers hailed the “new” John 
Tolos as a man befitting member- 
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In his patented finishing maneuver, 
Mascaras flies at Tolos with a bodvpress 
from the top turnbuckle. John is too 
stunned to move. 


ship in the star category. Even 
Mascaras issued pleased statements. 

“I am very happy my good friend 
John Tolos has decided to stay a 
scientific wrestler and stop 
cheating,” said Mil. 

All the harmony and hope lasted 
a brief while. Suddenly Tolos 
turned vicious, crueler than ever, 
unleashing horrifying attacks on 
every grappler in the area. 

Alberto Madril and Chavo 
Guerrero bore Tolos' insane wrath. 
And in the most shocking wrestling 
attack ever, Tolos had the amoral 


effrontery to assault Madrils 
mother while she sat at ringside. 
That sadistic beating fostered 
uncontrollable threats of 
vengeance amid all the Los 
Angeles-based scientific ‘wrestlers. 

“He'll pay for that.“ vowed 
Madril. 

“How can anyone do such a 
thing,” asked Guerrero shortly 
before he left the area, 

But the harshest words flowed 
forth from Mascaras. 

“This is something which cannot 
go unpunished,” said Mascaras. 


' “Tolos has betrayed everyone, the 


fans, the wrestlers, even himself. 
Such treachery cannot stand. I will 
not allow a man like this to live 
within the squared circle and 
debase all that I have fought for 
during my entire life. 

“I am proud to be a professional 
wrestler, To me, it is the most 
honored of all possible 
professions. | am proud the way 
fans look up to wrestlers and seek 
to emulate them. I am proud to 
receive the thousands of letters 
saying how little kids want to be 
like me and parents who say what a 
fine role model I am and others like 
me are to their impressionable 
children. 

“But Tolos is a bad man. He sets 
a bad example. To allow him to 
run crazy and allow children to see 
that crime might pay is the worst 
thing that could ever happen to 
wrestling. I cannot stand by and 
permit this travesty of principles. 
To stand on the sidelines and allow 
Tolos free rein to destroy the sport 
I and millions love is like 
dying myself. 

“And I am not ready to die. 
Tolos must be ready to die.” 

Mascaras tore open the locker. 
From the top shelf poured dozens 
of letters, burying his feet. He bent 
over and re-read a letter from a 
young boy in Los Angeles. 
Mascaras gently replaced the letter 
on the shelf, closed the locker and 
strode into the arena, prepared to 
battle that bov's enemy. 

John Tolos. mi 


VEN AS A CHILD, David Von 
Erich found himself fascin- 
ated by his father’s wrestling. 

7 “Every chance | got, | watched 
Dad wrestle,” said David. “I was 
amazed by what he could do to 
opponents in the squared circle. 
While other kids watched 
cartoons or cowboy movies, | 
watched Dad wrestle. 

remember one time Dad 
was supposed to bring home a 
tape of a match and something 
happened, he was rushed, | 
don’t know, and he didn’t bring it 
home. | felt like the world had 
fallen on me 

At one point, Fritz urged young 
David to try and not completely 
imitate him. 

“I didn’t want people to 
always refer to any of my kids as 
Fritz Von Erich's kid,” said the 
elder Von Erich. “I knew they 
had to establish their own 
identity at an early age or they'd 
never become unique individuals, 
both in and out of the ring.“ 

But David idolized his father, 
imitating his walk, his manner, 
his style. 

“I wanted to be just like Dad,” 
said David. 


CLAWING kw ao 
HIS WAY E a 
OUT OF HIS FATHER’S SHADOW 


David Von Erich has proven a great deal toa great many people in his 
brief, yet successful ring career. But the one person David had yet to 
fully convince was himself. He needed that one match in which to 
prove HIS clawhold and HIS skills. Once and for all, David Von Erich 
had to leave his father’s shadow PHOTOS BY ROGER DEEM 


But whether David or any of 
the young Von Erichs wanted to 
be like their father almost didn't 
matter, for their opponents often 
characterized them as extensions 
of Fritz. They have been taunted 
and abused, referred to as young 
punks or wimps. The jealousy 
they engender among other 
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wrestlers, notably Gino 
Hernandez, is amazing 

“Yeah, some of them don't like 
us, ' said David. 

Still, David's flattering 
imitation of his father only 
increased the suffocating 
shadows of his father’s fame. 
Even after David firmly 


established himself as a worthy 


and legitimate wrestler, the 
comparisons continued. After a 
while David felt frustrated by the 
relentless comparisons, found 
their tone stifling, their message 
undermining. 

“Yeah, l'm proud of my father 
and damn proud of all | ever 


learned from him. And I'd never 
want to say anything bad about 
him because there isn't 
anything bad | could possibly 
say. But | would like people to 
recognize me as myself once 
and for all,“ said David. 

The only way David could 
possibly break the pattern was to 
wrestle a man of Fritz's time, a 
man whose clawhold had 
become synonymous with 
danger. A man like Baron 
Von Raschke. 

“Nothing would give me 
greater pleasure than to apply 
the brain claw to David Von 
Erich's head and squeeze his 
brain out of his ears,” said Von 
Raschke. t wouldn't require as 
much effort as usual because | 
wouldn't have to squeeze very 
hard. Von Erich's brain is very 
small and very mushy, much like 
that of a young squid. 

“I enjoy destroying the Von 
Erichs because they embarrass 
true exponents of the clawhold 
like myself. They have no idea 
how to use this wonderful 
maneuver and only ruin it, thus 
giving the public, those of whom 
can possibly be intelligent 
enough to understand, a serious 
misconception of the uses and 
wonders of the claw. 

“The clawhold can be used to 
reshape a small mind, like David 
Von Erich’s. | can press it 
together so, at the moment of its 
destruction, it understands why 


it must be destroyed. l have used 


the clawhold to obliterate foes 
before and each time | feel 
invigorated and cleansed, an 
understandable situation since l 
have rid the world of one more 
inferior creature. 

“The Von Erichs are truly 
inferior. They can do nothing 
right. They cannot wrestle, 
cannot speak nor think. They 
embarrass and demean all 
wrestlers with that ignorant 
posture and pitiful maneuvering 
I know I do a great public service 
when | vow to destroy David Von 


Nothing like it was ever witnessed before. 
David Von Erich and Baron Von Raschke 
disregarded all strategies, except the 
application of the brain claw, and the 
pictures show the horrifying results. 


Erich. 

“And what irritates me most 
of all is the way he professes to 
use my clawhold. He has no idea 


what he is doing. He is 
completely wrong about using it. 
Well, what can you expect? He 
learned it from his father. And 
who do you think Fritz learned 


the clawhold from? Me. | taught 
Fritz the clawhold by applying it 
to his brain on many occasions. 
He would have perished but | 
soon discovered he had nothing 
to claw.” 

Such insults drove to the very 
core of David Von Erich's soul. 
At stake was more than his 
father’s reputation or his 
family’s legendary status. Now 
Von Raschke had attacked David 
himself. Such conduct could not 
go unpunished. 

“I wanted to whip him real 
badly,” said David. “I know how 
to use the clawhold. I’ve been 
using it for a long time. | don’t 
need anyone to help me or tell 
me | don't know what l'm doing. | 
am David Von Erich and l'm a 
damn good wrestler and no bobo 
like Von Raschke is going to tell 
me different and get away 
with it.” 

Von Erich and Von Raschke 
met in a brutal battle of the 
clawhold. Von Erich displayed 
his own unique style and skill in 
defeating the evil rulebreaker. 

“Okay, | used the clawhold, 
which Dad taught me. But he 
wasn't here. This was my battle 
and my enemy. And! won.” VU 
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cA BONANZA 
FOR 
COLLECTORS 


The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Still Available! 


WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, the 
1965 classic wrestling magazine, 
is one of the most highly sought 
after collector's 
items. But if you 
act immedi- 
ately, you can 
STILL buy a few 
of its best and 
most classic 


TRATED 


Feb/65 
PEPPER GOMEZ 


Pinups are 
listed under 
each issue. 


issuesl There is 
only a limited 
supply avail- į | 
able, and those 
are going quick- 
ly. THE GIANT 
POSTER PIN-UP PICTURES IN FULL 
COLOR are just one of the 
many attractions of WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. 


Each copy of WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED will soon increase in value 
by up to $10. Buying a copy of this 
Classic magazine now is a golden 
investment. You can't go wrong, so 
order now! 

| NOWONLY$2EACH | 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. | 
Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
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March/65 
ARGENTINA APOLLO 


Please rush me the back issues of 

WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | have 
checked below. | am enclosing $2 

for each issue, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| O Feb. 1965 U March 1965 | 
Name 

| 

| 


Address ——— | 


THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 


(Continued from Page 18) 


THUMBS UP to Greg Gagne: 
Some wrestlers fear straying too 
far from a famous father’s 
protective shadow. But Greg 
Gagne has carved an impressive 
niche of his own in professional 
wrestling. His impressive achieve- 
ments and unique style of wrestling 
earn him the admiration of all. 


THUMBS DOWN to John Tolos: 
This man committed the single 
most sickening act ever witnessed 
in a wrestling arena: attacking 
Alberto Madril’s mother. Nothing 
justifies assaulting a defenseless 
woman at ringside. This 
disgusting, sub-human behavior 
deserves universal condemnation. 
We hope Madril evens the score. 


THUMBS DOWN to Austin Idol: 
Recent matches in Tennessee 
indicate Idol may be reverting back 
to rulebreaker. While no 
conclusive pattern yet emerges, 
Idol’s brutish behavior alarms 
longtime followers who thought 
Idol finally embraced scientific 
wrestling. We hope his behavior 
is temporary. o 


THUMBS UP to Mr. Wrestling: 
Recently, Mr. Wrestling II was 
blind-sided by a Georgia 
rulebreaker. Tragedy seemed 
imminent, But Tim Woods raced 
down the aisle and aided his friend. 
Afterwards, Woods made a vow 
that his pal Mr. Wrestling II 
would never have to worry about 
sneak-attacks again as long as he, 
Mr. Wrestling, is around. 


(Continued from Page 25) 


Though somewhat amused by 
the Hangman’s approach, 
Backlund remains cautious. 
“You almost have to laugh,” the 
WWF champion said. “This guy is 
so deranged that he really thinks 
he’s back in the Old West. He 
doesn’t know where the heck he 
is, but he certainly knows what 
he wants to do. He's a very 
dangerous man, but he must 
be stopped.“ 

Mrs. Merganthaler will not 
comment on her favorite 
wrestler. She looks away from 
her knitting only when he is in 
the ring. She smiles only when 
he drops his opponent's neck 
2 b across the top rope. ''Hang 'em 


The referee has to be extremely careful when the Hangman is in the ring. Living up to high. Hangman,” she shouts 
his name, the Hangman's hands are always near his opponent's neck. toward the ring. o 


KUNG-FU KARATE 


INSTRUCTORS NEEDED $ Top Pay $ 


YOUR OWN BUSINESS: 

At Last! A chance to protect yourself and-vour loved ones during the uncertain 
economic times that lie ahead, and make money at it too! EARN AS YOU LEARN 
fully accredited course, certification and business materials, Learn Kung Fu and 
other deadly Fighting Arts, and open your own school! You need never work for 
another man again! 

DEADLY EFFICIENT ATTACK AND DEFENSE: 

Our course teaches aspects of Kung-Fu and various other Chinese and Indonesian Fighting Arts. 
These methods have long been known to the world as the most deadly and efficient Fighting 
Arts known to man. If you are a boxer or wrestler now — these techniques will enable you to 
fight more effectively, by enhancing your knowledge of: vital points, mind control, nerve centers, 


and ''chi', If you're a beginner the course teaches you everything you need to know, from beginner 
to expert. 

- Expert Training CLIP COUPON AND 

- Earn your Black Belt or Red Sash SEND $1.00 (POSTAGE & HANDLING) 

Bun Franchise or Hire Instructors FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 

- Train other instructors Ppl ti spears ĩV¹. adie S ays ie N 


- Teach for the Academy 
Open YOUR OWN School 


AMERICAN SOUTHWEST ACADEMY OF FIGHTING ARTS 


1 
al BTS b 323 Franklin Boulevard S. Suite 804 / M-58 Chicago, ILL. 60606 

- Be Registered Fighting Arts Expert l 

and Teacher i 
- Make Money Teaching the Fighting Arts Name 
ALSO INCLUDED IN COURSE: “Iron Palm” 
Development Report shows you how- through mind | Address 
Power and timing alone - you will be able to Breaka ! City Stati ip 
Brick within 1 hour! 1 — — 


L 


REGULATION POLICE HANDCUFFS 
With Now, Exclusive CUFF-STOP Money back guarantee. 
Latest type — features exclusive Cuft-Stop that locks 
handcuffs automatically. Made of hard-iempered steel 
with jewelry polished nickel Surface. Fitted with 2 
tamper-proof locks that only matching key will open 
Used internationally by Law Enforcement and Private De- 
tective Agencies Deluxe Leather Cuff Case: $2.75 


BIG 3 Dept...» 150 NASSAU ST.N.Y. 10038 


Like a Mi 
with fine 
Are you smile shy because 
of discolored, dull and un- 
attractive teeth? Then try 
WYTEN, a marvelous fine 


look, Just brush on and in- 
stantly you transform dis 
ellow and dingy 
sparkling 

appears so 
natural, 


Qari like and 
EN is thou: 


LABORATORY TESTEO 
Stains, blemishes and even ere Mo 
fold filings. Dental formula is complete! 
for natural as well as false 


EXPLOSIVE 

MW POWER / 6 
IN YOUR 

HANDS ai ARMS 


tat Instantiv to sa you Sledge Hammer 
triking Power. and Strength. “Hammer Fists 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 

Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special etfort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing "Hammer Fists” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ''l can take 
care of mysel. 


WARNING: “Hammer Fists” are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms, They should not de 
worn during any martial arts, boxing or physical con- 
tact sports. The weight added to the arm increases the 
risk of serious injury 


Order “Hammer Fists power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don't instantly feel more 
Powerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send 15 $4.98 plus 786 shipping for 
one lus $1.50 shipping for two). 
Hammer Fst” div. Gaina Co. In. Dest. 26437 
2420 Bennett Ave. N. Bellimor N.Y. 11710 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from Page 12) 


After all, Ernie Ladd repre- 
sents greatness whereas Mr. 
Wrestling II represents the 
very sum of mediocrity. If I 
decided to carry II, he’d have 
to do things my way. I don’t 
want him dragging my great- 
ness down to his inept levels.” 
Mr. Wrestling II replied. “The 
thought of teaming with Ernie 
Ladd makes me physically 


and emotionally ill. Under 
no circumstances would I ever 
consider pairing with such a 
man. He is everything 1 
oppose. He cheats, lies, and 
stabs people in the back. I 
don’t know how that ugly 
rumor got started, but I want 
it put to rest right now.” 


**. 


“What does Arnold Skoaland 
think about the possibility of 
Bruno Sammartino wrestling 
WWF champion Bob Back- 
lund?“ Steven Mondelli, 
Kingston, NY 


A: 


No one in wrestling under- 
stands Sammartino and 
Backlund quite the way 
Skoaland does. “As everyone 
knows, I managed Bruno all 
those years and I think I know 
him pretty well. And, of 
course, I’m presently 
managing Bob,” said Skoa- 
land. “Bruno’s a proud man 
and very ambitious. I think 


Arnold Skoaland would like to see a clean, scientific match between Bob Backlund aa 
Bruno Sammartino (above). 


deep down he'd like to be 
champion again. But Bruno 
also respects Bob and the 
converse is true. For these 
two men to climb into the ring 
and try to batter each other 
simply for a title requires 
some element of personal 
animosity, which simply 
doesn’t exist. What I'd like to 
see is a clean, fair scientific 
match which both are capable 
of, to settle the issue. Still, 1 
think a Sammartino-Backlund 
match is a questionable 
proposition.” 


** 


“Why did Tommy Rich leave 
Georgia and what is he doing 
now?“ — Elena Sanchez, 
Albany, GA 

Tommy Rich vowed to leave 
Georgia if he was unable to 
defeat Harley Race for the 
NWA championship. A man 


of honor, Rich left the state, 
saying he didn’t wish to 
disappoint his fans any 
longer. Currently Rich is 


wrestling in Tennessee. 


*** 


“What does Rick Steamboat 
think about the return of Paul 
Jones to the Mid-Atlantic 
area?“ — Harriet Olivetti, 
Spartansburg, SC 

“To be honest, I still have my 
doubts about Paul. But Pm 
willing to give him the benefit 
of the doubt and see if his 
intentions are sincere. If Paul 
shows he has genuinely 
abandoned rulebreaking, T'I 
extend the hand of friendship 
and maybe even renew our tag 
team on a more frequent 
basis,” answered Steamboat. 
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Over 65,000,000 Small Engines in Use 
Yes, small engine repair is a wide open field. With 
over 65 million units currently in use and a million 
new units being built each month, there's a lot of 
business and big profits available for qualified men 
who can service and repair them. Industry growth 
has been so fast that there is a shortage of small 
engine repair pros. That’s why NOW is the time for 
you to get into this profitable field... a field where 
the skills you quickly learn from our home study 
training program can soon have you earning hourly 


; rates equal to any other skilled craft 


Be YOUR OWN BOSS Ina 
Fulltime Business Of Your Own... 
As a fulltime business small engine repair offers 
many advantages, When you're the boss you work 
the hours you choose, there is never a worry over 
strikes or a layoff, and you earn year round profits 
repairing items such as chain saws, tillers, garden 
tractors, lawnmowers, mini-bikes, mo peds, go 
carts, edgers, power rakes, generators, paint 
sprayers, abrasive saws, snowblowers, snow 
mobiles . and more. There is no huge investment 
in equipment, no expensive inventory. You can 
work right out of your garage, basement or spare 
room i . even a van makes a suitable mobile shop. 


Or Make Extra Cash Working Part Time 
It’s the ideal sparetime business too. In just eve- 
nings and weekends you can earn extra cash for a 
rainy day” or retirement fund, or use the cash you 
carn NOW for the 'exiras' that you want. Many 
men begin working just their idle hours until their 
shop grows to the point they can switch to fulltime. 
When it's your business, you make the decisions 
and the choices are up to you 


small engine repair expert! 


Earn Money Fast—No Experience Needed 
Even before completing your studies you'll be able 
to earn money on tune-ups and minor repairs. Once 
through the course you're qualified to perform 
major repairs that really bring in the cash. But more 
than just labor charges, parts, engines and acces- 
sory sales mean even more profits. profits YOU 
carn and keep in YOUR pocket 


We Help You Every Step of the Way 

If you can read you can master this craft right at 
home in your spare hours with Foley's time-tested 

hands on™ training methods. Age, education or 
minor physical handicaps are not a barrier .. you 
need no previous experience or special mechanical 
training. We provide the specialized tools you need 
to service and repair engines, plus a 314 HP Briggs 
& Stratton 4-cycle engine .. all yours to keep at 
No Extra Cost, But that’s not all. As part of our 
Program you also receive valuable business build- 
ing guidance. You learn how and where to get busi 
ness, how much to charge, where lo get parts 
wholesale all the shortcuts and proven methods 
you will need to get your business off to a fast and 
Profitable start 


Send For FREE Information Kit 


Send coupon for complete facts. Data Kit tells 
how to quickly start your own business, how to 
grow, and details on how you can inspect Foley's 
Small Engine Repair Course on our exclusive 
15-Day NO RISK Trial Offer. ACT NOW. NO 
OBLIGATION AND NO SALESMAN WILL 
CALL! 


all Engine Repai 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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1 MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55418 
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10 DAY TRIAL! Money Back Guarantee! 
Just send name and address, Pay postman on delivery 
only $2,98 plus postage per pair of 'LIFTEE' HEIGHT 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from Page 8) 


got tired of being told to “shut up” 
on TV interviews by advisor 
Gene Anderson. “You .talk too 
much,” Anderson said as he pulled 
the microphone away from 
Superstar. Soon Anderson’s NWA 
tag team champions, Ray Stevens 
and Jimmy Snuka, appeared on 
the screen to let Superstar know 
they agree with Anderson. Next 
fists started to fly as Superstar lost 
his composure and took on all 
three. Superstar was rescued by 
Blackjack Mulligan and other fan 
favorites. “I owe them a debt of 
gratitutde,” Superstar says. “I will 
pay them back by helping them rid 
the area of Anderson, Stevens, and 
Snuka—the big mouth trio!” 


those years and I think I know 
him pretty well. And, of 
course, I’m presently 
managing Bob,” said Skoa- 
land. “Bruno's a proud man 
and very ambitious. I think 


Pedro Morales is chasing Inter- 
Continental champion Ken Patera 

. Greg Valentine refuses to give 
Ric Flair another shot at the 
United States title. “I am tired of 
beating that wimp,” exclaims 
Valentine Jim Brunzell is 
headed to Georgia . . Tony Garea 
is sill trying to get a clear-cut 
victory over former friend Larry 
Zbyszko. 

Edouard Carpentier is wrestling 
in Montreal, and he looks great. 
The “Flying Frenchman” has 
always been one of the sport’s most 
popular stars . . . John Tolos is in 
for a shock. His former enemy, 
Fred Blassie, is coming out of 
retirement (Blassie only manages 


Tony Garea applies an armlock to his 
former friend and co-holder of the WWF 
tag team title, Larry Zbyszko. 


wrestlers now) and putting on the 
trunks to battle Tolos! Blassie says, 
“I have a score to settle with 
that geek!” 

Jerry Lawler has returned to 
wrestling after a lengthy absence 
due to a leg injury. Jerry’s first 
order of business is to destroy his 
ex-manager Jimmy Hart, a man 
Lawler claims double-crossed him 
when he needed him most... WBA 
Jr. Heavyweight champion Les 
Thornton made a smashing debut 
at New York Madison Square 
Garden . . Massa Saito is on a 

(Continued on page 54) 


IF YOU MISSED OUT ON HIGH 


SCHOOL—here’s 


Study at Home, No Classrooms, Set 
Your Own Pace, Wide Choice of 
Subjects to Fit your Interests, Credit 
for Subjects Finished Earlier, Low 
Cost, Easy Payments, No Salesman 
will call 


Way back in 1897, our school was 
founded to help men and women finish 
high school as thev worked or raised 
families. Since then, more than 2,000,000 
men and women have enrolled in our 
school. We are probably the world's 
largest high school—and without a single 
classroom. 
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because they could learn at their own 
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answers.) 

Whatever your reason, and even if you had 
trouble with regular high school, Am sure 
American School can help you to succeed, 
at home, at your own pace. 

American School is different. There are no 
classroom pressures. You work at your 
own pace as a class of one and our 


a second chanc 


instructors really do care about you. You'll 
get personal notes on your papers, not 
Computer print-outs. 

Nearly 100 subjects offered. Whether you 
are interested in oceanography, history, 
art, typing, home decoration or auto, you 
can tailor your program to your interests. 
Of course, we give credit for work you 
completed earlier. 

Do mail the coupon today and let us tell 
you of our Accreditation, Diploma and 
Special home study method. No obliga- 
tion, or telephone no cost, day or night 


ACT NOW! GET STARTED TOWARD 
YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 


AMERICAN SCHOOL 
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Dept.10190 850 E. 58th St. Chicago, II. 60637 
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i 850 f. 58th, Chicago 
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Magnificent Picture Packets Of 
Apartment Wrestling Matches 
Can Now Be Purchased By The 
General Public! 


Yes, that's right! These exciting studies of 
erotic savagery can be yours—shipped directly 

to the privacy of your own home. Before this 
special offer, these magnificent photos 

of girl Apartment Wrestiers—photos 

taken by the photographers who made this sport 
famous—were unavailable FOR ANY PRICE! 

Each photo was chosen with exacting care for its sensual beauty 
and detailed ferocity. Printed on a high gloss, heavy cardboard stock, these photos are so 
clear, so lifelike, you may have the feeling you can actually reach out and touch the erotically 
battling beauties 

And now, fora limited time only, these splendid photos can belong to you! We have selected 
the ten most erotic action photos in Apartment Wrestling history from our vast collection—the 
largest in the world. For the incredibly low price of ONLY TEN DOLLARS per packet of ten 
photos, they will be shipped postpaid in a sealed, plain brown envelope directly to your door. 
Remember, prior to this EXCLUSIVE offer, these magnificent photos were unavailable at any 
price 


Do yourself a favor and avoid a sold out disappointment. Order your 
Battling Girls picture packet today! 


T.V. SPORTS, INC. z 
BOX 48 $10 EACH PACKET 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please rush me “Battling Beauties photo packets. l enclose $10 for 
each packet, which includes all shipping costs. 


Name 
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City State Zip. 


NOTE: Because this material might be of a mature nature, parental approval 
for those under 18 is recommended. 


1 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 


(Continued from Page 53) 


winning streak in Georgia . . . Mr, 
Wrestling I and II took the Georgia 
tag team belts from the Assassins 
in a wild melee. 

Ivan Koloff has left Florida 
since he and Nikolai Volkoff lost 
the Florida tag team title to Bugsy 
McGraw and Bobo Brazil. Koloff 
is currently on a tour of Texas 
Jerry Brisco and Dick Murdoch 
are a new team to be reckoned with 
in Florida . . . Rick Martel is going 
great guns in the WWF. The fans 
clamor for his great style and 
good looks. 

Andre the Giant still cannot 
claim a victory over Hulk Hogan. 
In their last battle, refereed by 
Gorilla Monsoon, Hogan claimed 
that Monsoon did all he could to 
sway the match in Andre's favor. 

“That is a lot of bunk!” says 
Monsoon. “There are 22,000 
people who saw that match and I 
am sure that each and every one of 
them would testify that I did my 
job fairly. I think I am a pretty 
competent referee and a very fair 
one, too.” 


Gorilla Monsoon claims he was impartial 
when refereeing the battle between Hulk 
Hogan and Andre the Giant. Hogan 
claims otherwise. 


Tito Santana entered the AWA 
with hopes of winning the 
championship from Nick 
Bockwinkel. Now that Verne 
Gagne has the belt, have things 
changed for the young star? 

“Not really,” Tito told us from 
his St. Paul, Minnesota training 
base. “I know that if I work myself 
up, Verne Gagne will give me a 
shot at the title, He is a fair man 
and. he likes wrestling scientific 
grapplers. I hope to get a chance at 
the title soon.” 

Ivan Putski has left the WWF 
and is wrestling in Texas. The main 
object of Ivan's hatred is Tully 
Blanchard. “He started out as a 
nice kid,” Ivan explains, “and 


Now in Texas, Ivan Putski is determined 
to teach Tully Blanchard the meaning of 
“Polish Power. 


turned out to be a wise-ass punk, I 
want to straighten him out and 
show him that my kind of power 
outdoes his—and that's my 
Polish Power!” 

Congratulations to Tom 
Pritchard, winner of California’s 
“Rookie of the Year” award 
John Tolos took honors as “Most 
Hated” . ferry Funk almost 
unmasked Uvalde Slim in Atlanta 
It appears that Mid-Atlantic 
fans are now accepting Paul Jones. 
He is cheered louder and louder 
each time he enters the ring. “I am 
so glad they trust me again,” 
he said. 

And that's what's happening! 
See you next month! o 
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MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
WEEKLY income. Big monevi Free details. 
National, 22713(MM) Ventura Blvd., Suite F, Wood- 
and Hills, Ca. 91364 
STAMPS 
300 WORLDWIDE stamps ase Approvals. White, 
Box 24211(LA), Indianapolis, In. 46224 
PERSONAL-MISCELLANEOUS 
COMPUTERIZE Football tip sheet “80. Predict win- 
ner, points favored, wild card teams, Super Bowl, 
etc. $5.00. William, 1975-8, W. 19th St., Long Beach, 
Ca. 90810 


(STOP KILLING VOURSELF) 


“How to quit smoking” without ex. 
pensive drugs, psvchotherapv or 
hypnosis. Results in 3 weeks. Monev- 
back guarantee booklet. Send $3.50 
ppd. ROME ENTERPRISES, 105 
Country Place, Cordova, Tn. 48018. 


It you wish to know the facts about x 
HEIGHT INCREASE, send 35¢ tor 


details to. ' TALL-UP DEPT. 70003 
Box 32307, Louisville, Ky. 40232 


BONUS! Pocket" Mat- Ward 
Get the Right Answers in a Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 


meu MATH ccs 
SIMPLE Teacher 
New Short Cut Math — 
Skilis in Only Weeks 
-10 minutes a day 
of Higher Pay Jobs. 

Now one large volume com 
bines all the separate sub 
jects—arithmetic, algebra 
Geometry, tngonometry inter. 
Mediate algebra. analytic ge- up", or reference. Summary 
Ometry, advanced algebra, makes review easy Exercises 
Vector analysis. calculus. track your progress, Catch er 
Tackle any math problem rors mstantly Pass Civil ser 
even it you never finished high vice and job tests. A must for 
school Basic and advanced allofice,sales, ndusina jobs. 
math taught in terms of every- home finances 
Gay experience. Clearly pre- Send $7.95 + 60¢ for ship- 
Sented step-by-step and ilus- ping Return book within 10 
trated. Learn theory and prac- days for a refund if not satis 
tice from “scratch”. brush. fied 

VALCO Publishing Co. s Dept 602 

BOX 70 New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804 


BUILD MUSCLES 


Build big musefes in just a few 
weeks. Gain up to % inch 
daily Increase strength. Gain 
weight, Turn fat into muscle 
For details, send 354 (guaran 
teed) 10 

Muscle Builders, Dept. 70003 
0x3 2307. Louisville. Ky. 40232) 


THE JAGGERS FAMILY 


(Continued from Page 33) 


came a new life. 

I sold the old home and moved 
to a one-acre lot on the banks of 
one of my favorite fishing streams. 
Unfortunately, in all the hectic 
shuffling, Bob and I lost contact. 


Try as I might, I couldn't 
locate him. 
My only clue was his 


profession—a pro wrestler. 


pressed my search in this 


direction. At the Portland Arena I 
found a local fan sincere in the 


D 4 


belief Bob was wrestling 
somewhere in Montana. However, 
a number of phone calls reached a 
dead end. 

I was desperate. I really didn't 
know what to do. I turned to Bill 
Apter, managing editor of The 
Wrestler, for help. I wrote Mr. 
Apter and explained my 
predicament. A week later, a letter 
arrived. Just a line, a name, and 
a number. 

My call to that number reunited 


Bobby looks to ringside as he receives encouragement from his number one supporter, 
his father. Almost everyone has noticed that Bobby's intensity has increased since 


Garvin doubles over in pain as Jaggers 
twists his left wrist. Although Jaggers is 
nota fan favorite, this Story is a touching 
one for any caring human being. 


my son and me. My thanks go out 
to all the editors of The Wrestler 
magazine. This would have been 
an impossible task without 
their help.” 

Every once in a while you do 
something that makes you feel very 
good. When I received Mr. 
Jeaudion’s request, I immediately 
got hold of the proper people and 
forwarded the information. As 
wrestling people always do, they 
responded quickly and with 
compassion. : 

I don't want to receive any credit 
for this. I didn't do this to have 
people say what a nice guy I am. I 
didn't even want to receive 
publicity about this affair. but both 
Jaggers and his Dad insisted. 

Sometimes you forget that there 
are people involved in wrestling. 
Sometimes the senseless savagery 
and relentless treachery numbs you 
to the kinder, decent people who 
comprise the majority of the sport. 

I'm glad I was able to bring 
together two people. I’m very 


glad. Oo 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle this latest 
Se Moticnless Exercise discovery 
z MIKE MARVELS SCIENTIFIC 1S0- 

ETRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag- 
nificently-powerful chest, powerful 
shoulders, strong stomach muscles and 
legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus 


Gymnasium! This Secret System devel- 
ops muscular strength 3 times faster 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 


Scientific Isometries is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring 
exercises with weights or costly appar- 
atus. Isometrics is the amazing discov- 
ery of West German scientists who found 
a new thrilling way to build powerful, 
strong muscles in 10 minutes a day. Each 
exercise is-done for only 10 seconds a 
day! Completely illustrated. 

MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET. 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
— FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 

FRONT 


l 
than conventional methods! (ss 


STRONG ARMS 


NOTHING 
oe TO 


or Exercisers — your body is your own l 


NUT WALL MO-RISK TRIAL COUPON Ni 
l Mike Marvel, Dept 361 .160 Amherst Street l 
East Orange, New jersey, 07019 


Lot. Mike Marvel, enclosed is 
entire Sci oy 


i 
— with nothing else 
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im ot the book. 
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Honor a Great 
American! 


John Wayne 


COMMEMORATIVE 
On a Matching 


Belt Buckle 


ONLY 956 


THE WESTPORT MINT. Dept. WWS 
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H 5 
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a 824 98. plus $1.50 postage $ he 

Order five for oniy $55. pos 
Please allow 4-6 weeks fr 


ge paid. 


EDAL : 


NOW WEAR IT 
WITH PRIDE 


Ths US Mint die-struck megal is the official bronze version of the solid 
Qld megal presented to the Wayne family at The White House! B 
by Congress in a 
time an American tim stat has been hon 
an oficial congressional medal 
limited 
now available handsomely mounted on a 
striking conversation piece, being 19 
i diameter, almost as large as a silver dollar. It's 3 unique tribute 10 
The Duke' from the entire nation he loved! By wearing this oficial 
medai, you can show your commitment 10 those q nich make 
it exem: 
number of 


te 

‘medal buckles are $9 98 each For only $3 
ed plated with genuine silver 

Old Western Mining Days, when a man wore h 

fe and person! But hurry. mail you 

Westport Mint. 60 Wilton Ri... Westport 


my order I'm not delighted, { may return it within 
d (except postage 8 handing) 

CT residents add 7148 Sales Tax Check or 
$ please 

Visa 7 Master Charge 


Charge it please to: 


Exp, Date 


hr, 


DUSTY & ANDRE 


threatens me.” 

miss my family,” said Andre. 
“Often, | stay awake at night 
thinking of them. | respect them 
and they respect me. To this day, 
| always help old ladies cross the 
street. And when it comes to the 
holidays, | make it a point to get 
together with my family.“ 

Thus more was at stake than a 
mere attack or a grudge. Andre 
and Dusty felt it a solemn duty to 
demonstrate to the Andersons 
and anyone else inclined to 
commit similar sins in the future. 

The Andersons gleefully 


RR 


(Continued trom Page 35) 


anticipated this bout. 

4 always like wrestling a fat 
whale and a freak in the same 
night,” laughed Ole. “How can 
anyone take a pig like Rhodes 
seriously? ld think he'd be 
against families cause they 
usually roast pigs at holiday 
dinners. 

“As for Andre, you can run a 
train around his slow, ugly body 
seven times before he’d realize 
what happened. He’s gotta be the 
stupidest person around, though 
I can understand why he’d beso 
pro-family. Idiots need someone 


With blood streaming down his face, 
Andre rests his 450 pounds on Gene 
Anderson's back (left). The Giant is about 
to fall upon a helpless Ole Anderson 
(above). 


to take care of them.“ 

Yet The Andersons insist they 
are not anti-family. 

“We believe in a real family, 
where people stick together and 
won't beat on their brothers,” 
shouted Gene. “Lars ain’t our 
brother anymore, that’s all there 
is to it. He don’t deserve to be 
our brother so it ain’t like we 
been beatin’ on a brother, just 
another punk.” 

This bout demonstrated a wild 
brutality unseen in recent 
memory. Every gesture, every 
move, every maneuver seemed 
calculated to inflict the 
maximum punishment possible. 

When all was done, Dusty and 
Andre won when the Andersons 
fled the ring. Still, they aren't 
gloating over their triumph. 

“Sometimes you just miss 
destroying someone and you 
can only say next time,” vowed 
Rhodes. im) 


THE CLASSIC 1960 TV 
WRESTLING ALBUM 
The first and still the 
Classic Album of ail time, 
All 68 pages printed on 
the finest, heavy. coated 
paper. The Full Page 
portraits, 58 in all, of the 
world's greatest wrestlers 


SERRRESRERE 


cover! Ah, probably the 
greatest portrait of a wrestler ever taken, in full color. 
Buddy Rogers, champion at that time, is the 
subject, $20 


To meet the public's 
growing hunger for up-to- 
the-minute _ information 
generated by reġular 
boxing matches shown on 
the new television medium, 
Stanley Weston created a 
new magazine in 1953 to 
meet the demands. TV 
BOXING was unique in 
every way, and while its 
life's span was less than 

two years, it established itself as a milestone in the 

field of boxing magazines. The extremely rare issues 

listed below have not been ottfered tor sale since 1954. 


in November 1958 Stanley 
Weston launched BOX- 
ING ILLUSTRATED- 
WRESTLING NEWS, which 
established an entirely 
new concept in the field of 
boxing and wrestling mag- 
azines. They consisted of 
about 65 percent boxing 
and 35 percent wrestling 
in content of the finest 
writing and photographs 

ever published. Most of the very rare issues listed 7 — 

below have not been offered for sale in almost 20 

years, and they are among the most highly prized 

Collector's Issues ot all time. 


üs 


NOVEMBER 1958 $25 
DECEMBER 1958 $95 
OCTOBER 1959 ss This cherished collector's 
NOVEMBER 1959 40 issue consisted of 100 
JANUARY 1960 $40 pages of seemingly end- 
FEBRUARY 1960 40 fess photographs, statistics 
MARCH 1968 25 and complete records of 
JULY 1960 220 the leading fighters of the 
AUGUST 1960 220 day Marciano, Robinson 
OCTOBER 1960 $50 Gavilan, DeMarco, Carter, 
NOVEMBER 1960 335 Saddler. Moore. The list 
DECEMBER 1960 $35 Gunmen fin 
JANUARY 1961 so Over 100 great pictures 
MARCH 1961 5 some in a glowing red tint 
APRIL 1961 us guarantee that this fabulous 1953 Boxing Annual 
MAY i961 $50 | wit tum back the clock and make you feel ike you 
JUNE 1961 $50 are living in those times; thrilling to the unforgettable 
SEPTEMBER 1961 $35 pertormances of some of the greatest fighters who 
OCTOBER 1961 $50 | er lived. This was the first Boxing Annual ever 
NOVEMBER 198% ::: day ail retain ite: The 
of Ali Time—The Champion of Champions! $50 
JANUARY 1962 oes ee — 
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l Please write in magazine name and date 

| 1 3 
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GORRESPONDENT 
REPORTS 


(Continued from Page 10) 


Dellasera . . Rick Oliver lost a 
hard-fought battle to Eric Emery 
K Jonathan Boyd stopped 
Igor Volkoff. 


WEIRTON, WV—Correspon- 


dent: Samuel Maropis—Thev 
tossed the rulebook out the 
window for this brutal bout 


between Pat Patterson and Tor 
Kamata. Before the bout officially 
started, Kamata sneak-attacked 
Patterson. Shortly the fight 
exploded beyond the ropes. 
Kamata grabbed a hammer from 
the scorers table and tried to 
smash Patterson’s skull. Somehow 
Patterson deflected the insane 
attack and bashed Kamata over 
the head with a metal chair. Once 
the action barreled back into the 
ring, Patterson utilized a sunset 
flip to defeat Kamata. 

In other matches, Ivan Putski 
and Rene Goulet beat Samoan #1 
and a bloody Lou Albano 
Johnny DeFazio won by dis- 
qualification over Johnny Valiant 
. .. Tony Altimore stopped Red 
Demon . . Nick Busick and Jim 
Grabmire wrestled to a draw. 


MACON, GA—Correspondent: 
Hunter Eck—Kevin Sullivan, who 
never lost a streetfight, went 
against Maniac Mark Lewin in a 
particularly vicious brawl. 
Sullivan began the bout by 
whipping Lewin with a belt. Lewin 
made a comeback, aided by a 
pencil given him by manager Great 
Mephisto. Lewin repeatedly drove 
the pencil into Sullivan’s face and 
seemed in control until Sullivan 
recovered and kicked his foe with 
cowboy boots. Sullivan smashed 
Lewin into the ringpost and flung 
him out of the ring for the victory. 

In other matches, Mr. Wrestling 
II and Steve Keirn whipped The 
Assassins Terry Taylor 
stomped Eddy Mansfield 


Dennis Condrey beat Chavo 


Guerrero Charlie Fulton 
stopped Steve Regal. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN—Corre- 
spondent: Jerry Wood—A vicious 
brawl consumed Jerry Blackwell 
and Crusher in the main event. The I k dik 
personal animositv between these E 
two wrestlers erupted from the 1 


opening bell. Neither bothered sakes 


with refined maneuvers. Instead, 
both lashed out with increasing 
violent maneuvers until their legs 
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75/VRBK #13 


7 K E S Taki [SY 


6/YREK #17 77/ANN WIN 


Crusher Blackwell was beaten by Crusher - 7 ; TEANN WIN 
but got his licks in after the bout. 

wobbled from mutual batterings. 
Eventually Crusher triumphed, 
but Blackwell wasn’t satisfied. 


After the bout, Blackwell attacked KI Wer SPR 79/VRAK SEPT 79/ANN SPR . 79/ANN SUM 79/ANN OCT 
Crusher and left him a bloody mess. a ae gy i 
In other bouts, Dino Bravo drew rap 2 TRER ? DISAPPOINTED 
with John Studd . . . Pretty Boy = il ORDER TODAY 
Alan Tellers defeated Kenny Jay. im 
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Hito in a loser-leave-Texas match. 
Kerry seized control of the bout 
from the opening bell. Kerry tried 
the iron claw across the stomach, 
but Mr. Hito raked him across the 


© 1976 ANNUAL #16 C 1980 ANNUAL JAN 
© 1876 ANNUAL #17 © 1980 ANNUAL SPR 
© 1977 ANNUAL #18 C 1980 ANNUAL SUM 


oooc 
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i i Choose From One of These Special Offers 

eyes, breaking the hold. Von Erich T.V. SPORTS, INC. ine (your choice) for $2.00 
used the sleeperhold and put Mr. Box 48 nes (your choice) tor $3,00 

it i Rockville Centre, NY ines (your choice) for $4.00 
Hito on the mat for the wini aes ines (your choles} for 88.00 

In other bouts, David Von Erich èr #5: jazines (your choice) for $10.00 
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. - Ox Baker beat Pak Song Wait 
Bulldog Brower halted Sweet Add 
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Brown Sugar. Gino Hernandez City State Zip f 
defeated El Halcon. o DO NOT USE OLD ORDER FORMS DO NOT ORDER ANY ISSUE NOT LISTED | 
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BEN STRONG 


We have a limited number of BEN STRONG 
WRESTLING back issues available. Due to the 
popular demand for these very special maga- 
zines, we must fill orders on a first come, first 
served basis 


JULY 7 


00°L$ HO4 G31d3DDV SHAGHO ON 


JUNE/75 SUM/75 


THE MORE YOU ORDER THE MORE 
YOU SAVE 
Choose From One of These Special Offers 

ny 1 magazine (your choice) $2.00 
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ny 10 magazines (your choice) $10.00 
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Box 48 
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enclose $ Send me 


postpaid the magazines checked. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 
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The referee checks Race's level of consciousness as Steamboat applies a headlock 
(above). Rick challenges Ray Stevens to slug it out during an NWA tag team title 
match (below). 
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into a million little 


him 
pieces and | know he felt 
the same way about me. We 
laugh about it now, but, 


well, when we were 
feuding, man, it was rough. 
What do you think about 
rumors that Flair and Greg 
Valentine might team 
together? 

I've heard them. 

Is there any truth to them? 
Not that | know of. Ill say 
Flair turning bad would 
really hurt me, very deeply. 


Q: 


A: 


But | can’t see him doing 
that. He’s come too far, 
both in his career and in 
terms of fan trust, to toss 
everything overboard. Ric 
knows what it’s like to be 
on the other side. | don’t 
think he likes boos. Nope, 1 
think Ric’ll Stay right where 
he is. 

On the other hand, you 
could never work with 
Ernie Ladd, could you? 
Ladd? He's a big coward. | 
could never work with a 


coward. Ladd may be big, 
but heart and mind and 
guts aren’t proportional to 
size. 
Are you concentrating 
more on going after Harley 
Race’s NWA title or re- 
gaining the NWA tag team 
title now held by Jimmy 
Snuka and Ray Stevens? 
Well, the last match with 
Race was pretty disap- 
pointing. We ended up 
with a one-hour time limit 
but I thought I had the belt. 
Officials insist the bell went 
off just as | was about to 
deliver the three count, 
while | say | had Race 
pinned for the three count 
before the bell went off. 
But I’m not a crybaby, and 
l'Il abide by the decision. 
So you look forward to 
wrestling Race again. 
Oh, sure. Also Jay and | are 
going to get our belts back 
from Stevens and Snuka. 
They don't deserve to be 
champions, and we’re 
going to make sure their 
title reign is a short and 
painful one. 
Are you considering 
teaming with Jones for a 
shot at the NWA tag team 
title? 
A: | think we might give it a 
try. But Youngblood’s my 
main partner now. 


A: 


Q: What does the future hold 
for Rick Steamboat? 
A: A major title, some 


happiness, some satisfaction, 
continuing to receive the 
love of my fans. I just want 
to be the best, that’s all. O 


— — —— et 


To Magazine Retailers: THE WRESTLER 

Magazine is pleased to announce its “Retail Display 
Allowance Plan” available to retailers interested in 
earning a display allowance on this magazine. To obtain 
details and of the formal contract, please write to 
the Marketi apartment. Kable News Company, Inc 
777 Third lew York, NY 10017, our national dis- 
tributor, who: :t as administrator of our plan. Under 
our Retail Display Allowance Plan, in consideration for 
fulfilling conditions of the agreement. you will be 
‘entitled to receive a display allowance. This plan will 
become effective for all issues you receive sul 

to Kable News Company, Inc.'s written acceptance on our 
behalf of your application, 
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“Division of Media Marketing Corp. 
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If you need good, high-quality lumber, don't let 

inflated lumber prices stop your important building 

projects. The Belsaw goes right to the trees and 
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